
 

 
 
 
 
To the Editor: 
 
I wanted to reiterate my support for keeping the Michigan Youth Correctional Facility in Baldwin open and my 
surprise at the latest flip-flop by Gov. Jennifer Granholm. 
 
I have been fighting out front and behind the scenes to maintain funding for this facility, which plays a major 
role in Lake County’s economy. The governor told your reporter that she “remains committed to keeping it 
open.” That commitment doesn’t mean much, considering she ordered the prison closed in her latest executive 
order. Despite attempts by the governor to close this facility without any concern for the local impact of that 
decision, the facility’s funding remains intact. 
 
The Senate Appropriations Committee, of which I am a member, stood firmly opposed to the governor’s latest 
budget cuts on two main issues, and one of them was the issue I raised: saving the MYCF. 
 
I will continue to work with my colleagues in the House and the governor to solve our unfortunate budget 
dilemma. I could not in good conscience vote to break a written promise to the higher education community or 
support a bad deal for Lake County that only prolonged the agony of shuttering its major employer. I will 
continue to fight for a long-term solution to protect the MYCF and the interests of all northern Michigan 
residents.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michelle McManus 
 
 


